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President’s Message

Happy New Year!  

What a year our Sertoma club 
has had!  Another successful 
Duck Race, awards to club and 
community 
members, and 
the wonderful 
amount of 
donations 
during the 
holidays to 
help two 
families in our 
community 
celebrate 
Christmas!  
Whew…the 
year has been 
filled with 
blessings!  

Looking forward, of course 
plans are already underway 
for the 2014 Duck Race, we 

have a community blood drive 
scheduled for January 3rd 
from 11:00am-4:00pm(your 
lifesaving donation can be 
made at St. David’s Episcopal 

Church, at 17th 
and Gage), and we 
hope to dedicate 
the looping project 
at the Children’s 
Discovery Center.  
 
I want to thank 
you all for helping 
make 2013 a 
wonderful year-I 
personally feel so 
fortunate to be 
associated with 
such a wonderful, 

giving group of men and 
women!  Here’s to a great 2014!
 
Cheers!

Calendar
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January 2014

January 14, 2014 - Kelly Stephens, 
Director of LifeHouse Child Advoca-
cy Center will discuss their work in 
northeast Kansas, and the benefit our 
Duck Race proceeds have to local abused 
children.  Meeting will be held at St. 
Francis in Meeting Room 3.  Please park 
in the parking garage located at 6th and 
Mulvane, cross the skywalk and follow 
the signs to Meeting Room 3.

January 28, 2014 - Sally Zellers 
will discuss NETReach, a Neighborhood 
Empowerment Tranformation program 
that has started in the HiCrest West 
neighborhood.  She explains how some 
residents of Topeka are living (general 
poverty, without heat, being insect infest-
ed, and lack of food) and how to work 
with them to change their living situa-
tion.  Meeting will be held at the HiCrest 
Center – details of location to follow.
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Christmas party

mEMBER SPOTLIGHT

I was born and raised in Topeka, 
Kansas; having graduated from 
Topeka High School, Washburn 
University, 
receiving 
a B.B.A. in 
accounting, 
and 
Washburn 
University 
School of 
Law, where 
I received 
my J.D.. I started my law practice in 
December 1975, and was admitted 
to the Kansas Supreme Court, 
the United States District Court 
of Kansas, United 
States Tax Court, 
and the United State 
Supreme Court.

Julie and I have 
three children and 
six grandchildren.  
We both enjoy 
golfing and 
traveling, having been to every 
continent in the world.  I joined 

Sertoma in 1977, and have held 
practically every office in Sertoma, 
including International President 

in 1997-1998.  During 
that term as International 
President, we traveled 
across the United States, 
Canada, Mexico and 
Puerto Rico visiting 
numerous clubs, districts 
and regional conventions.  

I have been actively 
involved in building nine Sertoma 
clubs, including the Topeka 
Heartland Sertoma Club, when 
I was Kansas District Governor, 

along with Terry 
Beck, (who was 
the President 
of the Topeka 
Evening Sertoma 
Club at the 
time), and Gary 
Conwell, (who 
was the Charter 
President of the 

Topeka Heartland Sertoma Club).

Anniversaries

Birthdays
Betsy Brown - 1/3

Jim Garrison - 1/12

Judy Swanson - 1/15

Diane Glynn - 1/29

Member since 1997 (17 years)
• Lee Belter

Members since 2008 (6 years)
• Kara White

Members since 2010 (4 years)
• Michelle De La Isla

Joining club

Board of Directors:

President: Ann O’Bryan
President-Elect: Keith Napier
1st Vice President: David Smith
2nd Vice President: Julie Hejtmanek
Sec/Treas: Joan Wacker
Sgt at Arms: Dan Hejtmanek

One-year Board members:
Carey Clingan
Mike Clifford

Two-year Board members:
Eric Claspill
Katie Beach
Lynne Bourne

Leadership

Photos from the annual tri-club holiday party. 
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Photo corner

A Message from President Elect

Hello fellow Sertomans. Wow! Where did 
the first six months of this Sertoma year go? 
As many of you know by now, I married Lee 
Belter this past September and have moved to 
Topeka, Kansas. That six week period was crazy. 
I started it off with a weekend National Board 
meeting in Kansas City in August and from 
there it was gone in a flash, and now we are in 
early December.

I attended three of the seven 
Regional Conventions this 
fall: my own region, Heart of 
America, Atlantic Coast and a 
few weeks ago, the Southeast 
Caribbean. It is enjoyable to 
go and visit Sertomans from 
other regions to see how they 
do things. The hospitality was 
fantastic! Trainings were well 
attended and discussions were 
great.

I am Proud to be a Sertoman! 
I have been asked to write this article and I feel 
many of you have had the same experiences 
over the years as I have when it comes to 
helping others in need.

As December 31st approaches, we all need to 
take a few minutes and review our charitable 
giving for this calendar year. Our individual 
churches, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, United Way, 
etc., are a few of the major charities many of us 
help support. Don’t forget your own Sertoma 
Annual Fund. As Debby Larsen, our Senior 
Vice President, addressed last month about our 
Sertoma programs and how our contributions 
to the Annual Fund are distributed, we need to 
look at how we expand not only the individual 

Clubs but reach out into communities outside of 
our Sertoma Family.

The more Sertomans contribute to our Annual 
Fund, the more funds available for grants, 
scholarships, SAFEEars!, A Sound Investment 
presentations, CELEBRATE SOUND Don’t 
Walk in Silence, etc. to help other communities 
expand their efforts for hearing health.

As 2013 draws to a close, I ask you 
to contribute to your Annual Fund. 
Your donation is a tax deductible 
contribution at whatever amount 
you want to contribute. If your 
generosity is at the $100 level or 
higher, you will receive a Fellow pin 
for you support. If you contribute 
at the $500 level, along with the 
pin you will receive a Benefactor 
rocker, and if you contribute at the 
$1,000 level or higher, a Sponsor 
rocker. I am proud to say that your 
National Board and officers are 

100% contributors to Sertoma’s Annual Fund. 
Contributions can be made in remembrance 
of or in honor of someone and that will be 
recognized in the printed Sertoman magazine.

I ask you to join us and spread our mission 
of hearing health and our programs to 
communities that need our help and assistance. 
Make your gift to the Annual Fund today. Thank 
You for your financial support of your Sertoma 
Annual Fund and the hearing health mission.

See you in Overland Park, KS in April.

David Johnson

CALLING ALL BLOOD DONORS!
 
Blood is a precious commodity with 
a limited shelf life. Red blood cells 
must be used within 42 days. Platelets 
must be used within five days. Plasma 
can be frozen and stored for up to 
one year.

 
Please share 
your gift 
of life with 
local hospital 
patients who 
need it by 
donating 
at the next 
Community 
Blood 
Center blood 

drive, held by the Sertoma Clubs 
of Topeka, Friday, January 3, 
11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  The drive 
will be in the Reception Hall of 
St. David’s Episcopal Church, 
located at 3916 SW 17th Ave. To 
make an appointment online, visit 
esavealifenow.org and useSponsor 
Code: sertomaclubs. For additional 
details contact Helen Pedigo at 785-
368-6327 or hpedigo2000@yahoo.

Blood Drive

3

Above is a photo from KPR 
Big Band Christmas which 
Lee Belter, David Johnson, 
Helen Pedigo and Joan Wacker 
attended in Lawrence over the 
Christmas Holiday.  

On November 29, Nancy and Don Daniels 
hosted 32 family members and friends for 
granddaughter Ramona’s 7th birthday party. 
Holding the cake is their daughter Stacie, 
Ramona’s mother. 

On December 14, the Fraternal Order of 
Police and the Kansas City Royals hosted 
124 Big Brothers Big Sisters kids to a 
shopping spree at Walmart. 

David Johnson - Sertoma International


