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President’s Message

December is here, let the jingle 
bells ring! 

For lots of us, this time of year 
is an opportunity to give back 
to those that need our help.  
That was the 
theme to the 
Duck Race 
Celebration 
banquet held 
on November 
19th.  If you 
were not able 
to attend, it was 
a wonderful 
evening as we 
presented our 
Duck Race 
earnings to 
several local organizations and 
had the opportunity to hear 
how they plan to use the gift.  
Talk about feeling proud to be a 
Sertoman – this was it!

 Another project to help give 
back is right around the corner 
– Please help us collect gifts 
for our Christmas Families 
this year.  More info is to come 

regarding the needs 
of our families, 
and if you are 
not a shopper, a 
monetary donation 
is very welcome 
-- We will do the 
shopping for you!  
When the delivery 
date is announced, 
please consider 
getting involved – 
this experience is a 
life changer.

I wish you all a very happy 
holiday season!
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December 2013

December 10, 2013 

Our program will be by Rev. 
Shavonne “Weezy” Holmes, 
with the Christmas Bureau.  
For several years, our club 
adopts a family each holiday 
season.  Weezy will discuss the 
importance of this program 
in our community and share 
stories of families who have been 
assisted.

December 17, 2013

Tri-club holiday party.
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ANN O’BRyAN 



On November 19th the 18th 
Annual Sertoma Great Topeka 
Duck Race Celebration Banquet 
was held. 

The Heartland Sertoma Club 
gave away funds raised to: Big 
Brothers Big Sisters, Community 
Action/Head Start, CASA, Habitat 
for Humanity, TPD Citizens 
Academy Ambassadors, Topeka 
Rescue Mission, Children’s 
Miracle Network, and TARC.

Christmas party

Member AWARDS
Sharon Boranyak, an independent 
technical writer based in 
Topeka, has received a Silver 
Quill Award of Excellence from 
the International Association 
of Business Communicators 
Southern Region.  

Boranyak was honored for 
authoring a series of articles 
published by Deep Foundations 
reporting the worldwide 
advancement of a cost-effective 
renewable energy technology that 
integrates geothermal, heating 
and cooling exchangers into 
foundation elements.

Congratulations Sharon! 

Anniversaries

Birthdays
Ginger Barr - 12/4

Carey Clingan - 12/5

Cady Macfee - 12/9

Gary Conwell - 12/9

Ann O’Bryan - 12/10

Eric Claspill - 12/11

Robin Elliot - 12/27

Member since 1990 (23 years)
• Lynne Bourne

Members since 2007 (6 years)
• Mary Galligan
• Sharon Boranyak

Members since 2012 (1 years)
• Cady Macfee

Joining club

Board of Directors:

President: Ann O’Bryan
President-Elect: Keith Napier
1st Vice President: David Smith
2nd Vice President: Julie Hejtmanek
Sec/Treas: Joan Wacker
Sgt at Arms: Dan Hejtmanek

One-year Board members:
Carey Clingan
Mike Clifford

Two-year Board members:
Eric Claspill
Katie Beach
Lynne Bourne

Leadership

Mark your calendars for Tuesday, December 17, for our annual 
tri-club holiday party. This year the party is hosted by Dan & Julie 
Hejtmanek, at their home: 2800 SW Burlingame Road,  from 
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  

Come hungry: massive quantities of food & beverages await!  Bring 
your spouse/significant other and enjoy a nice evening with Sertoma 
friends.  You may hear Christmas carols (some of our members are 
actually musical!)  Additional reminders will be sent.  We hope you 
can join us as we approach the holiday season!
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Duck race



Photo corner

Sertoma Happenings

Did you know?  

The “Mother Club” (very first 
Sertoma club) – the Kansas City 
Club, for the last 11 years has 
sponsored a “Coats for Kids” 
event in conjunction with a 
local radio station, collecting 
thousands of coats, having them 
cleaned, and providing the coats 
to local kids in need.  

Did you know?  

Sertoma 
Clubs near 
Tampa who 
sponsor the 
Sertoma 
Youth 
Ranch, are 
hosting the 
34th annual 
Thanksgiving Bluegrass Festival 
on thanksgiving weekend, as a 
fund raiser for the camp.  The 
Sertoma Youth Ranch sits on an 

80 acre wooded retreat that not 
only sponsors kids to camp in 
the summertime, but also many 
concerts and events throughout 
the year.

Did you know?  

The Sertoma Centre, Inc., a free-
standing building supported by 
Sertoma in Alsip (a suburb of 
Chicago) Illinois, helps empower 
those with disabilities to learn 
how to start a job, manage an 

apartment, 
get dressed, 
make change, 
master a 
task in their 
amazing 
workshop 
– and other 
such steps 

toward greater independence and 
participating in their community.

I was raised in Topeka, 
graduated from Topeka West in 
1999 and after several long years 
as a part-time college student, I 
graduated from Baker University 
this spring!  

I LOVE concert going and 
chanting Rock Chalk at both 
football and basketball games, 
but my most favorite hobby 
is spending time with my two 
awesomely crazy nephews 
Cooper (7) and Breckin (5). 

 

Member Spotlight 
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New member Lee Davidson 
receiving his Sertoma packet 
and pin from Julie Hejtmanek!

Kara white

Dan Hejtmanek plays 
with his one year old twin 
grandchildren. 

Sharon Boranyak received the 
District Sertoman of the Year 
award from District Governor, 
Gary Conwell. 


